	[image: image1.png]



Aventinus-Gymnasium Burghausen

Qualifikationsstufe

Abiturjahrgang 2012

Seminararbeit

im W-Seminar

[image: image2.jpg]



William 

Shakespeare

.
Titel der Seminararbeit:
ABCDEFGHIJKLMN

OPQRSTUVWXYZ


	Verfasser/-in: 

Leitfach: 

Seminarleiter: 

Abgabetermin: 
	………………………….

Englisch

StR Marco Michelbach

08. November 2011

	Punktzahl für die abgelieferte Arbeit (3fach):

Punktzahl für die Präsentation (1fach):

Gesamtleistung in der Seminararbeit:
	……………………………………

……………………………………

……………………………………

	Unterschrift des Seminarleiters:
	…………………………………………………..…


Table of Contents
Table of contents ….…………………………………………………………………... 
II

1. Introduction ………………………………………………………………………....
 1

2. (Weiteres Kapitel der Seminararbeit) ………………………………………...… 
2

2.1. (Unterkapitel 1) ………………………………………………………………. 
3

2.2. (Unterkapitel 2) ………………………………………………………………. 
3

2.3. (Unterkapitel 3) ………………………………………………………………. 
3

3. (Weiteres Kapitel der Seminararbeit)
3.1. (Unterkapitel 1) ………………………………………………………………. 
3

3.2. (Unterkapitel 2) ………………………………………………………………. 
3

3.3. (Unterkapitel 3) ………………………………………………………………. 
3

4. (Weiteres Kapitel der Seminararbeit) …………………………………………. 
3

…

5. Conclusion …………………………………………………………………………. 
3

Source materials ……...………………………………………………………………. 
III
Bibliography …………………………...………………………………………………. 
X
Register of illustrations ……………………………………………………………….. 
X
Appendix ………………………………………………………………………………. 
X
Ehrenwörtliche Erklärung  ……………………………………………………………. 
X
1. Introduction
Local or Global? Negotiations of Identity in Drew Hayden Taylor’s Plays

For at least the past fifteen years, multicultural criticism has been predominantly circling around questions of identity. What can also be diagnosed in ethnic studies is an ever-popular presence of essentialist approaches with particular emphasis on origin and biological heritage. In times of open borderlines, crumbling concepts of 'nation' or 'culture,' increasingly vigorous forces of 'political correctness' and worldwide communicational networks—however elitist or regional these may actually be—this is an understandable move. As historian Arthur Schlesinger puts it, "[t]he more people feel themselves adrift in a vast, impersonal, anonymous sea, the more desperately they swim toward any familiar, intelligible, protective life-raft; the more they crave a politics of identity."
 In this quest for certainties, however, a radical focus on separatism
 seems to stand in direct opposition to a peaceful global coexistence, as the recent proliferation of terrorism in the United States, in Northern Africa, and in the Middle East has shown. On the one hand, humanity seems in need of group labels that are differentiated and protected against a loss of specifics; on the other hand, the global threats that arise from these struggles universalize our need for peace. With the example of two plays, Someday and AlterNatives, by Canadian author Drew Hayden Taylor, this study investigates the challenges of identity construction against the backdrop of an increasingly transnational world. As I will argue, these theatrical texts rely on the strong forces of humor and dialogue to reconsider given power systems, to lay open the relativity of positions, and to subvert the discursive processes of domination. Thus, apparently focusing on a regional (First Nations) context, both plays actually have a global impetus. Their invitation to audiences is transcultural in effect; exploring alternative identities without either essentializing or losing their political relevance in universalist generalization.
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� Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., The Disuniting of America: Reflections on a Multicultural Society (New York: Norton, 1998) 12.
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